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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide the m-bit error spreading 
quantization method (m>2) suitable for data compression 
using an algeblaic sign and to encode a quantized image, 
which is prepared by this method, with a high 
compression rate. 

CONSTITUTION: If the quantization error for a 
quantization threshold in an error spreading quantization 
part 30 is small and symbols appearing in this 
quantization have a large influence upon the code length, 
a quantizing symbol and error spreading part 40 controls 
symbols appearing in the quantization and the spread 
error. Thus, m-bit error spreading quantization of a 
multibit image D11 is performed in the error spreading 
quantization part 30, and an m-bit error spread picture 
D12 is converted into an algeblaic sign by an arithmetic 
symbol constituting part 52. 
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